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GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 1 

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE REGULATION ADMINISTRATION 2 

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL BOARD 3 

 4 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -X 5 

IN THE MATTER OF:             : 6 

512 Rhode Island Avenue, LLC : 7 

t/a Grapes n' Hopes Market : 8 

512 Rhode Island Ave NW  : 9 

License No. 77268    : 10 

Retailer B     : 11 

ANC 6E      : 12 

Remove Lic from Safekeeping : 13 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -X 14 

                    Wednesday, November 2, 2016 15 

 16 

 Whereupon, the above-referenced matter 17 

came on for hearing at the Alcoholic Beverage 18 

Control Board, Reeves Center, 2000 14th Street, 19 

N.W., Suite 400S, Washington, D.C. 20009.   20 

 21 

 22 
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 1 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT 2 

  NICK ALBERTI, BOARD MEMBER 3 

  JAMES SHORT, BOARD MEMBER 4 

  MIKE SILVERSTEIN, BOARD MEMBER  5 

  JAKE PERRY, BOARD MEMBER 6 

  MAFARA HOBSON 7 

    8 

ALSO PRESENT: 9 

  HOUSHANG MOMENIAN 10 

  ANDREW KLINE  11 

12 
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P R O C E E D I N G S 1 

     FACT FINDING HEARING  2 

 CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:  We’re back on the 3 

record.  The next case is, we have a fact finding 4 

hearing in case Grapes n’ Hopes Market, license 5 

#77268.  Will the parties please approach and 6 

identify themselves for the record, please?  7 

MR. KLINE:  Yes, good afternoon, Andrew 8 

Kline, here on behalf of the applicant. 9 

CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:  Good afternoon, Mr. 10 

Kline. 11 

MR. MOMENIAN:  Houshang Momenian. 12 

CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:  Mr. Homenan? 13 

MR. KLINE:  Momenian. 14 

CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:  Momenian.  Good 15 

afternoon, sir.  I know that this is the second 16 

time I've seen you.  The last time you were here 17 

you’d asked for a -- you’d asked to extend 18 

safekeeping, and the board granted -- stated that 19 

we want to make sure that this license is in use.  20 

You have now made a request to the board that 21 

you’d like to use the license, that yes, that 22 
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you're ready to open --  1 

MR. KLINE:  We’re trying to pick up the 2 

license but a little puzzled --  3 

CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:  All right, fine.  I 4 

just want to make sure you -- I see the look on 5 

your face, so I wanted to make sure that I 6 

remembered why we’re having this fact finding 7 

hearing and that’s why your facial features are 8 

kind of throwing me off.  However -- 9 

MR. KLINE:  I’m not exactly sure, because 10 

when we were here last, the board was concerned 11 

that Mr. Momenian was proceeding to put the 12 

license in service and he, indeed, got the 13 

certificate of occupancy and the business license 14 

and came to ABRA staff and tried to get it issued 15 

and ran into a roadblock and they said he had to 16 

have a fact finding so -- 17 

CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:  Right, and so -- 18 

MR. KLINE:  What are the facts you want to 19 

find? 20 

CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:  And so we want to 21 

know, based on the location, that is this truly -22 
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- is this truly a location that -- and will this 1 

business be open and when will it be open, so 2 

just give us some more information about this 3 

business and what’s going on at the location, 4 

sir. 5 

MR. KLINE:  I don’t know how to answer.  I 6 

mean, we have a certificate of occupancy, we have 7 

a business license, the intent was to pull the 8 

ABC license so that business could be commenced 9 

at the location. 10 

CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:  Could you give us a 11 

copy of the documents that you have? 12 

MR. KLINE:  Sure, absolutely, and they were 13 

provided to ABRA staff. 14 

CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:  It was given to the 15 

staff, I don’t have a copy of it, and so -- and 16 

just tell us some more -- just tell us what’s 17 

going on with the business and the location.   18 

MR. KLINE:  What’s going on -- I’m not sure 19 

what to add.  What’s going on is the certificate 20 

of occupancy was pulled, the business license was 21 

pulled, the store is ready for opening assuming 22 
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we get an ABC license because we obviously can’t 1 

take the liberty of any alcoholic beverage 2 

product until the premises is licensed, which as 3 

I understand it only needs the staff to issue the 4 

license given the fact that the license was 5 

previously approved at the location. 6 

CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:  Questions by any board 7 

members?  Yes, Mr. Short? 8 

MR. SHORT:  Good afternoon. 9 

MR. KLINE:  Good afternoon. 10 

MR. SHORT:  Is the only thing that business 11 

sells is alcohol? 12 

MR. KLINE:  What else are you planning to 13 

sell? 14 

MR. MOMENIAN:  Soda.   15 

MR. KLINE:  Soda and candy bars. 16 

MR. SHORT:  So, you know Mr. Kline, you’re 17 

here all the time.  You can open the business, he 18 

can be open right now.  I mean --  19 

MR. KLINE:  Well, but the primary purpose is 20 

the sale of beer and wine for alcoholic 21 

consumption, so it’s kind of like yeah, a liquor 22 
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store could open and sell candy bars, but it’s 1 

not a very viable business proposition, but, 2 

yeah, he could open and sell candy bars and 3 

whatever else he’s approved for at the location 4 

but given that beer and wine is the central 5 

component of the business operation that doesn’t 6 

seem to be a very viable business. 7 

MR. SHORT:  So he’s ready to go right now?  8 

He’s ready to open right now?   9 

MR. KLINE:  Yeah, to my understanding. 10 

MR. SHORT:  He doesn’t have to open --  11 

MR. MOMENIAN:  I can’t get an account with 12 

the beer company, they don’t even like that, to 13 

open an account. 14 

MR. KLINE:  Right, he can’t open one right 15 

now because there’s no product in the store, we 16 

can’t put the product in the store until the 17 

license is issued. 18 

MR. SHORT:  You’ve answered all my questions.  19 

Thank you very much.  Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 20 

CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:  Mr. Alberti? 21 

MR. ALBERTI:  So, Mr. Kline, your client’s 22 
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name again?  I’m sorry. 1 

MR. KLINE:  Momenian is the last name.  2 

Houshang Momenian. 3 

MR. ALBERTI:  Okay.  Mr. Momenian, I 4 

apologize.  So, what building is now on that 5 

property?  What building were you occupying for 6 

this building?  What structure will you occupy in 7 

this business? 8 

MR. MOMENIAN:  The building there, that was 9 

the business. 10 

MR. ALBERTI:  That one-story building that 11 

was used back in 2004 for rental cars? 12 

MR. KLINE:  Yeah, that’s it.  A cinder block 13 

wall. 14 

MR. MOMENIAN:  I put a small addition for the 15 

cashier and the other things.  There is an 16 

addition there. 17 

MR. ALBERTI:  Okay. 18 

MR. MOMENIAN:  A small addition. 19 

MR. ALBERTI:  When did you get permits for 20 

that?   21 

MR. MOMENIAN:  Which one? 22 
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MR. ALBERTI:  The addition.  When was the 1 

addition built?   2 

MR. MOMENIAN:  No, it’s just more space for 3 

the cashier. 4 

MR. ALBERTI:  Inside? 5 

MR. MOMENIAN:  No, outside. 6 

MR. ALBERTI:  Okay, so when was the addition 7 

built? 8 

MR. MOMENIAN:  It’s connected, sir.  It’s 9 

just like --  10 

MR. ALBERTI:  I understand.  When was it 11 

built? 12 

MR. MOMENIAN:  Oh, built two years ago. 13 

MR. ALBERTI:  And when did you get permits 14 

for that? 15 

MR. MOMENIAN:  I’m saying it’s connected -- 16 

it’s just like -- 17 

MR. ALBERTI:  I understand, but I don’t see -18 

- I don’t see any permits in DCRA’s system for 19 

the construction of that addition and that 20 

puzzles me. 21 

MR. MOMENIAN:  It’s not a building, I’m sorry  22 
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about that. 1 

MR. ALBERTI:  Oh, but any addition -- sir, 2 

Mr. Momenian -- any addition to a building 3 

requires the DCRA permits.  Your -- your attorney 4 

can tell you that. 5 

MR. MOMENIAN:  Can I clear myself? 6 

MR. ALBERTI:  Sure. 7 

MR. MOMENIAN:  It’s not addition.  I’m sorry, 8 

I used the wrong word. 9 

MR. ALBERTI:  What is it? 10 

MR. MOMENIAN:  It has in the rear, it just 11 

moves. 12 

MR. KLINE:  Portable? 13 

MR. MOMENIAN:  Portable, yes.  It’s not an 14 

addition to the building.  It’s just a small sink 15 

that can be pushed.  We just put it next to the 16 

building so the person can stay outside and make 17 

the transaction. 18 

MR. ALBERTI:  Okay, so I think you’re going 19 

to have to document that with us because we need 20 

information on anywhere associated with this 21 

business that’s selling alcohol, we need to know 22 
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what is -- you know, we need to know what’s 1 

licensed. 2 

MR. KLINE:  Right, and you know what’s 3 

licensed, the store, the building has been there 4 

for some time. 5 

MR. ALBERTI:  But now it has this portable 6 

addition. 7 

MR. KLINE:  Right, but, Mr. Alberti --  8 

MR. ALBERTI:  So, can you just provide this 9 

information or not? 10 

MR. KLINE:  On what exactly? 11 

MR. ALBERTI:  On the portable addition, so we 12 

know what’s licensed.   13 

MR. MOMENIAN:  It’s just like a 4 x 4 -- 4 x 14 

4, that the person can stand inside of it and 15 

have a small cashier.  Beer is not gonna be 16 

there. 17 

MR. ALBERTI:  All right, very good, so are 18 

people -- are you going to have customers coming 19 

and going inside the establishment or is this 20 

going to be?  I mean, where will customers --  21 

MR. MOMENIAN:  Well, the brick building -- 22 
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they go inside, pick up, they walk out -- I 1 

should have brought the picture -- if this is the 2 

door, they come out of this door and then this 3 

little building is right here, they pay here and 4 

go, that’s it.  It’s like a telephone -- like old 5 

telephone. 6 

MR. ALBERTI:  How large is that building?  7 

How many square feet is that building?   8 

MR. MOMENIAN:  Which building?  The one I 9 

make, that I’m talking about? 10 

MR. ALBERTI:  The one that’s been there. 11 

MR. MOMENIAN:  Oh, been there, maybe 150 12 

feet, square feet. 13 

MR. ALBERTI:  150 square feet? 14 

MR. MOMENIAN:  Yeah. 15 

MR. ALBERTI:  Okay, no further questions. 16 

CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:  Are there any other 17 

questions by any other board members?  Any final 18 

comments, Mr. Kline? 19 

MR. KLINE:  No.  I guess I’m a little 20 

concerned that we were summoned here for a fact 21 

finding hearing, we weren’t told why, and this is 22 
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a continuing complaint that my office has had in 1 

terms of process, and we’re here to try to answer 2 

questions but without being given any notice as 3 

to what the issues are, it’s a little difficult 4 

to be prepared.  We certainly would have been 5 

better prepared if we had known what the nature 6 

of the inquiry was supposed to be?  But, my 7 

understanding from the last hearing that I was 8 

here was that the board was anxious to see this 9 

license put in service and Mr. Momenian got the 10 

requisite permits and tried to do exactly that by 11 

meeting with ABRA staff and getting the license 12 

issued and that didn’t happen, and we still don’t 13 

know exactly why it didn’t happen, but we’re here 14 

because you asked us to be here and we hope that 15 

we can proceed as the board intended us to do 16 

several months ago when we were here which was to 17 

get the license out of safekeeping and in use in 18 

accordance with the ABC laws and regulations.  19 

And, if the board is going to look at and rely on 20 

other material, I would request under permissions 21 

of the Administrative Procedures Act that that be 22 
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put in the record.  I don’t know whether that’s 1 

happening or not, but I feel a bit in the dark as 2 

to exactly what we’re doing here today. 3 

CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:  All right.  Are there 4 

any other questions by any other board members?   5 

MR. SHORT:  I’d like to ask, just out of  -- 6 

how many employees will you have there?  How many 7 

employees? 8 

MR. MOMENIAN:  There is only going to be one. 9 

MR. SHORT:  One employee? 10 

MR. MOMENIAN:  One, maybe two. 11 

MR. SHORT:  Okay, so are there toilets, 12 

running water, electricity? 13 

MR. MOMENIAN:  Everything. 14 

MR. KLINE:  There is what was there necessary 15 

to get a certificate of occupancy, what’s 16 

required. 17 

MR. SHORT:  Okay, that’s everything.  I’m 18 

very familiar with that location. 19 

MR. KLINE:  Okay.  I mean, it’s small, we 20 

concede it’s small and I walked it with the 21 

community and it’s small, make no bones about 22 
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that.  1 

CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:  Just let me ask a 2 

question because I wasn’t here before.  What 3 

happened?  Why did you initially -- and I’m just 4 

-- just for me, why was the license initially put 5 

in safekeeping?   6 

MR. KLINE:  The license was applied for for 7 

the existing structure.  After that, Mr. Momenian 8 

pursued -- and jump in at any time -- pursued 9 

building a larger building in which the business 10 

would be operated.  That’s dragged on and the 11 

board expressed concern that the license be put 12 

in service, so that’s what we’re doing.  Is that 13 

a fair summation of what went on? 14 

MR. MOMENIAN:  Yes. 15 

CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:  I’m asking that 16 

because I wasn’t here initially and so we had -- 17 

when we had the first fact finding hearing it 18 

seems that it was always put in use, and so the 19 

board was concerned that why wasn’t this license 20 

put in use and so I guess what I’m just trying to 21 

find out what changed, in the sense that he 22 
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decided not to use a larger building and just use 1 

the establishment that he has, and that’s just, 2 

yeah. 3 

MR. MOMENIAN:  Look, we have a problem -- I 4 

mean, you know more about the city than I do.  We 5 

have a problem to negotiate the -- to get the 6 

reasonable square feet to build in the property.  7 

This is around 3200 square feet, they want so 8 

many requirements that when we build it that we 9 

build too little for the 3226 square feet of 10 

plan.  And there is some other building in the 11 

city that already built that they have done the 12 

better -- that they got a better deal than I’m 13 

able to get today.  Mostly they’re maybe more 14 

professional, maybe they’re a bigger corporation, 15 

maybe whatever it is, until now I make two, 16 

three, four [inaudible 14:14] ideas succeeding 17 

and still we had some that didn’t work, but I 18 

just wanted to make sure that I’m not going to 19 

lose my license, and I said whatever the board 20 

says I’ll do it until I get the building 21 

approved, then I’ll come back to the board and 22 
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say okay this is finally approved and we’re going 1 

to do construction then we put it back in the 2 

safekeeping.  But this property for sure we are 3 

going to make it a usable building there, just 4 

I’m trying to get the most out of it, that’s all. 5 

MR. KLINE:  So, if I could say that more 6 

succinctly, I think it’s what I said at the 7 

outset, the intention was to build a building and 8 

he’s gotten hung up in the approval process, so 9 

in the meantime he’s going to proceed as he 10 

originally planned in the very small cinder block 11 

building until he’s in a position to proceed with 12 

the development of the property and then he will 13 

likely move the store inside a new development 14 

assuming he gets approval and financing to 15 

proceed in that fashion. 16 

CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:  All right, thank you.  17 

Are there any other questions by any other board 18 

members?   19 

MS. HOBSON:  No, I think that cleared it up 20 

for me. 21 

CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON:  All right.  Hearing 22 
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none, thank you very much for being here and the 1 

board will take this matter under advisement and 2 

we’ll make a decision shortly.  Thank you. 3 

 4 

(Whereupon, the above-entitled matter was 5 

concluded.)  6 

  7 


